PAGE  
2

Morgan Waru, Reflections on Water, 13 June 2010
Kia Ora Koutou

I thank you for coming here today. It is people like you that replace the faith that is chipped away at as I speak. 

I am privileged to stand here and represent my generation. I represent the students who are gaining education today to lead the country tomorrow. 

I represent the school children who play in the rivers and learn about the lakes. 

I represent the babies that are being born right now, infants who now have a higher chance of being born sick as a direct result of increased nitrate in our water, right here, in Canterbury and elsewhere in New Zealand (Born sick? Is that right? Imagine if that was your baby... 

In short, I represent my generation. Again, I thank you for coming here today because this tells me that my generation matters to you.

You restore what little faith I have. For don’t mistake me, as discouraging, as hypocritical... As wrong as this act of privatisation of water is, I still have faith. 

I have faith in Aoteroa, in New Zealand. As a nation we are morally great. Historically we have proven that we know what is right and what is wrong. 

We knew that the vote should be given to women; 

we knew that nuclear weapons are immoral and 

we knew that the Springboks should not tour... and we were right. 

However. New Zealand has its fair share of mistakes. 

A large number of our rivers and lakes are already polluted because of nitrogen runoff, which is 90% caused by effluent and fertilizers seeping in. Lake Rotorua is one example. We also have groundwater in the Canterbury Plains, crucial to the running of this country and these aquifers are also in danger.
New Zealand roughly has 4 million people, and we have a forest cover percentage of 30%, down from 80% before any human set foot here. Japan, similar land mass, population about thirty times greater than New Zealand, has 70%. Seventy. 

Our destructive mistakes in this country are escalating. History is hard to argue with. 

You being here today tells me that you know; that the rivers and aquifers that are shared today should be shared tomorrow. Don’t let the way we treat our rivers and waterways be another mistake we can’t correct. 

I do not stand here today because I am green. I am not red or blue either. I am Morgan and I want Canterbury’s rivers to stay as they are: part of the foundation for our national identity, and not some business commodity for making quick money. For that is what is being proposed, quick money. 

Once the water is polluted and gone, this short term investment will come crashing down, and who will pay? Who will bear the consequences? The babies who will be born sick. 

How far are we willing to let this escalate? Who will pay? The Heathcote/Opawaho river runs on the boundary of my school. As a child I remember setting walnut boats afloat across it.. There are now signs saying “Pollution. Do not come into contact.” (Pause). 

Who will pay? …….The babies. 

Who will pay? …….The school children. Who will pay? …………The students. 

Is this right? Is it right that it will be my generation that will eventually bear the full implications of such mismanagement. . It’s a frightening thought.

I am the youth of today who is scared when the main question the government, the leaders of our country ask, is not “is it right or wrong?” but “does it make money fast?” 

This scares me because it represents the difference between long term happiness and instant gratification. It is the difference between one pineapple lump for the government now or a whole bag for everybody later. The problem being that it is always the current government which wants to be seen dishing out the pineapple lumps. 

It scares me because it doesn’t tell me they are thinking about my generation. It also tells me that ‘for the public good’ no longer means ‘for the public good in the long term.’ 

This series of quick money schemes tells me that ideas surrounding ‘for the public good’ are becoming as diverse as our mistakes are becoming destructive.

I was hoping to see media here today. As a student studying media I learn about media’s role in democracy. The media have a huge influence, with the information they present and don’t present. If I could ask you for one thing it would be to start questioning the information we are given and the information we are not. Like I said, I was hoping to see media here today. The government may hear us, but the media can make them listen. 

As a youth of today I should be looking towards our government for leadership and assurance. But when I look at the Government in power... What do I see? What do you see? I see a government that would sack an elected council and encourage a series of water schemes that take our water away from us. 

This water are a part of us. Kei te rite nga awa kia tatou. This water belongs to no one person or one government. To take it without listening, insults New Zealand and insults democracy. 

Is this where New Zealand politics will sink to? Spitting effluent in the face of democracy? Treating precious national resources as a commodity that can be polluted and privatised at the push of a blue button? 

You can see it makes me mad. And you being here today tells me that it probably makes you mad. However... let us not let efficient action be disabled by anger, let efficient action be enabled by our legendary sense of right, and let the water of Canterbury that is shared today be shared tomorrow. 

Thank you

